           1                                      Thursday, 27 January 2011

           2   (10.00 am)

           3                    MR WALTER SCULLION (sworn)

           4   THE CHAIRMAN:  Please sit down.

           5           Mr Macaulay.

           6                    Questioned by MR MACAULAY

           7   MR MACAULAY:  Good morning, Mr Scullion.

           8   A.  Good morning.

           9   Q.  I think you are Walter Scullion, is that correct?

          10   A.  Yes.

          11   Q.  And you were a patient in the Vale of Leven Hospital

          12       between 8 and 18 April 2008, is that correct?

          13   A.  Yes.

          14   Q.  Do you have your witness statement in front of you,

          15       Mr Scullion?

          16   A.  Yes, I do.

          17   Q.  I think you tell us, in the first paragraph of that

          18       statement, that you are now retired?

          19   A.  Yes, for quite a while.  About almost 12 years now.

          20   Q.  And you are also a widower, is that correct?

          21   A.  That's correct.

          22   Q.  And you have, I think, a son and three daughters?

          23   A.  That's correct.

          24   Q.  Now, you also say that in the time that you were in the

          25       Vale of Leven you were diagnosed with Clostridium
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           1       difficile?

           2   A.  Yes.

           3   Q.  And we will look at this in detail in a moment, but

           4       before you were discharged to go home, you were kept in

           5       isolation for a period of time, is that correct?

           6   A.  Two days.

           7   Q.  Two days.  Now, prior to April 2008, were you in

           8       bereavement because you had quite recently lost your

           9       wife?

          10   A.  Yes.

          11   Q.  And because of that, you weren't taking particularly

          12       good care of yourself?

          13   A.  Well, I was on my own.  My daughters were looking in on

          14       me, but obviously you are not caring for yourself the

          15       way you should.  I had been caring for my wife for three

          16       years.  She was seriously ill for three years and she

          17       was diabetic, had numerous problems related to type 1

          18       diabetes.

          19   Q.  If you go to your witness statement, paragraph 5 of that

          20       statement, what you tell us there, Mr Scullion, is that

          21       you developed a urinary infection and you attended your

          22       GP in connection with that, is that right?

          23   A.  That's correct, yes.

          24   Q.  Was that in April that that happened; you were admitted

          25       on 8 April to the Vale of Leven?
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           1   A.  Yes, it was.  It was a week before that.

           2   Q.  Can you remember what antibiotics the GP prescribed for

           3       you?

           4   A.  I think I was prescribed -- it was an antibiotic, but

           5       I can't remember the name of it.  But after a while,

           6       they said it wasn't working and they put me on another

           7       antibiotic.  But during this time I had got

           8       progressively worse, I had developed the rigors.  I was

           9       shaking, I couldn't control myself.  So my sister lives

          10       in the house just behind me, I phoned her and she got me

          11       an ambulance and got me admitted to Vale of Leven

          12       Hospital.

          13   Q.  If you look at paragraph 5, you say you were prescribed

          14       amoxicillin?

          15   A.  Amoxicillin.

          16   Q.  Is that the second antibiotic you were prescribed?

          17   A.  I think that was the second one.

          18   Q.  You were admitted to the Vale of Leven on 8 April, and

          19       we will look at that in a moment, but before you were

          20       admitted to the Vale of Leven did you have any

          21       difficulty with diarrhoea?

          22   A.  No.

          23   Q.  I raise that with you because if I could ask you to look

          24       at this document for me.  It will go on the screen in

          25       front of you in a moment and it is SPF00720001.  If we
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           1       can just expand that.  Thank you.

           2           If I can tell you, Mr Scullion, this is a copy of

           3       the infection control card that was kept at the

           4       Vale of Leven Hospital during your admission there

           5       in April, do you understand that?

           6   A.  Mm-hm.

           7   Q.  And you will see that your name is on the label towards

           8       the top left?

           9   A.  Mm-hm.

          10   Q.  And if you go down to the bottom last few lines, there

          11       is a reference there to you making reference to

          12       a particular drug that you were on from the GP:

          13           "As had loose stools before."

          14           Do you see that?

          15   A.  Mm-hm.

          16   Q.  Now, did you have loose stools or diarrhoea some time

          17       before?

          18   A.  I have always had loose stools, but that has been for

          19       years.

          20   Q.  Yes.  And in relation to the time shortly before you

          21       were admitted to the Vale of Leven, did you have

          22       a problem with loose stools at that time or not?

          23   A.  Possibly.

          24   Q.  So this is something really you have had for a period of

          25       time, is it?
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           1   A.  Yes.  It depends on what I eat.

           2   Q.  It seems to be said here that the GP said to you that

           3       the loose stools you had had previously had been caused

           4       by some medication you were having for cardiac problems.

           5       That is what you were told by your GP?

           6   A.  Yes.

           7   Q.  In any event, you went to the Vale of Leven Hospital.

           8       Can we just look at the medical records in connection

           9       with that with you, Mr Scullion.  If you could look,

          10       first, at GGC01130009.

          11           You will see that is a document headed "Medical

          12       Assessment Unit" and the admission date given there is

          13       9 April 2008; do you see that?

          14   A.  Mm-hm.

          15   Q.  When you were admitted to the Vale of Leven, did you

          16       first go to the Medical Assessment Unit?

          17   A.  I think I did.

          18   Q.  You will see the admission time here is 11.35; does that

          19       a ring a bell with you as to the sort of time of day

          20       that you went to the hospital?

          21   A.  It is so long ago, I can't really remember.

          22   Q.  If you look at paragraph 8 of your statement, if you

          23       have your statement in front of you, what you say there

          24       is --

          25   A.  Admitted in the evening.
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           1   Q.  -- you were admitted in the evening to Ward 3 -- and I

           2       will look at that in a moment -- but you mention there 8

           3       April.  It might have been 9 April, not 8 April.

           4   A.  Possibly.

           5   Q.  Before we do that, let's look at what is said in the

           6       initial assessment here.  It says:

           7           "Patient feeling unwell since Monday."

           8           And that you had been seen by your GP on Tuesday:

           9           "Commenced on antibiotics."

          10           And there is a reference to the antibiotic given for

          11       a UTI:

          12           "Tonight patient experiencing rigors, commenced

          13       yesterday morning.  Also experiencing lower loin pain

          14       ..."

          15           I think that is.

          16           Does that summarise your position when you were

          17       admitted?

          18   A.  Yes.

          19   Q.  Did you have this lower loin pain as well when you were

          20       admitted?

          21   A.  Yes.

          22   Q.  The next page I want you to look at is page 66, and,

          23       again, this will be put on the screen for you.

          24           Now, you can take it from me, these are nursing

          25       notes that were made in connection with your admission.
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           1   A.  Mm-hm.

           2   Q.  And these relate to Ward 3, and indeed you will see the

           3       first note for 10 April.

           4   A.  Right.

           5   Q.  At 0200 hours in the morning:

           6           "Admission to Ward 3 via MAU."

           7           So would it appear in the early hours of the evening

           8       you had been admitted to Ward 3?

           9   A.  Right.

          10   Q.  In relation to your admission to Ward 3, can you

          11       remember the number of the bay in the ward that you were

          12       admitted to?

          13   A.  Well, it was Bay 15, I think it says.

          14   Q.  That is what you say in your statement.

          15   A.  Yes, that was the area I picked out on the ward and

          16       I identified the bed I was in, or the position of the

          17       bed I was in.

          18   Q.  If we look at the floor plan for Ward 3.  Could we look

          19       at that, please.  You have on the screen now,

          20       Mr Scullion, the floor plan for Ward 3.

          21   A.  Yes.

          22   Q.  Are you able to tell us from that the bay you were

          23       admitted to?

          24   A.  Yes, I see it there.

          25   Q.  What number is it?
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           1   A.  Area 15, and it was up against the window, top end,

           2       where the small partition is.

           3   Q.  So the window, if we just --

           4   A.  The window is on the gable.

           5   Q.  The window is in that area, is that right (indicating)?

           6   A.  The window is there (indicating).

           7   Q.  If we look at the rectangle --

           8   A.  Yes.

           9   Q.  We have the bottom --

          10   A.  Top left-hand corner.

          11   Q.  Top left-hand corner, thank you.  We see it is described

          12       as a five-bed room.

          13   A.  That's correct.  There were two beds at that end.

          14   Q.  Your end?

          15   A.  Yes, and three beds at the other end.

          16   Q.  And the other four beds, were they occupied when you

          17       went in?

          18   A.  All the beds were occupied.

          19   Q.  And how busy was the ward, generally?

          20   A.  It appeared to be quite busy.  Obviously, you are in

          21       a section, you can't see the other areas, but you could

          22       see the way the nurses were scurrying about.  It

          23       certainly appeared to be busy enough.

          24   Q.  The other patients that were with you, were they elderly

          25       patients or was there a mixture --
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           1   A.  The chap in the bed next to me was suffering from a

           2       stroke, recovering from a stroke.  He was grossly

           3       overweight.  He was probably about 20 stone.  They had

           4       lots of trouble with him.  He had to get enough, like,

           5       attention.

           6   Q.  And the other three as well?

           7   A.  The other three, they were quite ill as well.

           8   Q.  And ages, could you tell us whether they were elderly --

           9   A.  I would say probably most of them in their 60s -- 60s,

          10       70s.

          11   Q.  In your statement you say at paragraph 9, if you go back

          12       to your statement, that the ward was busy, it didn't

          13       seem understaffed and the staff were excellent and

          14       caring?

          15   A.  Well, I thought so.

          16   Q.  Did you have visits regularly from members of your

          17       family?

          18   A.  Yes, I did.

          19   Q.  Were visits on a daily basis?

          20   A.  They were afternoon and night-time.

          21   Q.  Every day?

          22   A.  Yes.

          23   Q.  I think that you are aware that after you had been

          24       admitted to the hospital, you developed C. diff?

          25   A.  Yes.
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           1   Q.  And I just want to look at the medical records with you

           2       in connection with that.  If you could look at page 69

           3       of the records, you will see that they were looking here

           4       at records for the 13th, the 14th and the 15th?

           5   A.  Mm-hm.

           6   Q.  And looking to the 15th, for example, and this is quite

           7       near to when you are discharged from the hospital, you

           8       are described as having settled and slept well

           9       overnight, but you are complaining of a painful right

          10       leg, you had cramp; do you see that?

          11   A.  Yes, yes.

          12   Q.  And at 1500 hours you are described as "fully

          13       independent"; do you see that?

          14   A.  Yes.

          15   Q.  So do I take it that you were mobile, you are getting

          16       out of bed and so on --

          17   A.  Yes.

          18   Q.  -- to go to the toilet?

          19   A.  I wasn't allowed to go to the toilet, I had to use

          20       a commode.

          21   Q.  Even before you had C. diff?

          22   A.  Before the diagnosis, I was allowed to use the toilet.

          23   Q.  But after it was diagnosed --

          24   A.  I wasn't allowed to use the facilities.

          25   Q.  If you move on to the next page, page 70, on the 16th it
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           1       says:

           2           "Quite settled night."

           3           Do you see at that, at the top of the page?

           4   A.  Yes.

           5   Q.  And then see the five hours, you are complaining of

           6       shortness of breath, do you see that?

           7   A.  Yes, yes.

           8   Q.  And moving on to 17th, you have requested paracetamol

           9       for a headache, so you have obviously developed

          10       a headache at some point?

          11   A.  Mm-hm.

          12   Q.  Now, when you were admitted to the hospital, were you

          13       suffering from diarrhoea?

          14   A.  I don't think so.

          15   Q.  If I can go back to page 9 of the medical records -- we

          16       have looked at this before -- but what I hadn't taken

          17       you to is the very bit at the end where there is

          18       a question mark and then it says:

          19           "X2 episodes of diarrhoea this am."

          20   A.  Mm-hm.

          21   Q.  Do you remember if you said to those who were dealing

          22       with you when you were admitted to the Medical

          23       Assessment Unit, that you may have had two episodes of

          24       diarrhoea that morning?

          25   A.  It is so long ago, I couldn't honestly say.
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           1   Q.  But in your initial stages in the hospital, in the first

           2       few days, did you have diarrhoea?

           3   A.  Possibly.

           4   Q.  You see, we have looked at the medical records and, to

           5       date, there is no reference to loose stools or

           6       diarrhoea.

           7   A.  I know they took away a sample and this is when they

           8       diagnosed the C. diff.

           9   Q.  I will just come to the sample, then.  Just bear with

          10       me.  If we go back to page 66 of the records, this is

          11       the admission evaluation on the 10th, 0200 hours.

          12   A.  Right.

          13   Q.  A few lines down, four or five lines down from the top,

          14       it says:

          15           "Experienced rigors last pm."

          16           Do you see that?

          17           Can we just highlight that, five lines from the top.

          18   A.  Yes.

          19   Q.  "Experienced rigors last pm and lower loin pain ..."

          20           We see that is already mentioned:

          21           " ... in addition to two episodes of vomiting and

          22       loose stools."

          23           So, again, there is a reference there to something

          24       similar to what we saw in the admission information.

          25           So would it appear that you've probably told the
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           1       hospital, when you were admitted, that you had had loose

           2       stools?

           3   A.  Yes, very possible.

           4   Q.  If you look at the medical records, and I've looked at

           5       some aspects of them with you, from then can you

           6       remember if you had diarrhoea in the first few days that

           7       you were in the Vale of Leven or not?

           8   A.  It is possible I had.

           9   Q.  You just can't remember?

          10   A.  I don't remember.

          11   Q.  But what you do remember is a specimen was taken away

          12       for sampling?

          13   A.  Well, she did take away the dish, whatever you call it.

          14   Q.  Okay.

          15   A.  She said they would check it.

          16   Q.  If we go to page 71 of the records, you will see there

          17       the records for 17 April; do you see that?  I think this

          18       is the day before you are discharged from the hospital?

          19   A.  Right.

          20   Q.  And indeed, if you look at the entry for 17 April, the

          21       last few lines of that, if we could just highlight the

          22       last five lines, you will see that they have written:

          23           "For discharge home tomorrow.  GP letter done."

          24           Do you see that?

          25   A.  Mm-hm.
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           1   Q.  Were you told the day before your discharge that you

           2       were to be discharged the following day; do you remember

           3       that?

           4   A.  I think I do.

           5   Q.  But then, if we read down to 1655, we read:

           6           "Stools specimen positive for Clostridium

           7       difficile."

           8   A.  Mm-hm.

           9   Q.  And then:

          10           "Isolation in side room."

          11           Do you see that reference?

          12   A.  Yes, yes.

          13   Q.  So there was a specimen taken from you, that was

          14       analysed and it was positive for C. diff?

          15   A.  Mm-hm.

          16   Q.  Were you told it was positive for C. diff?

          17   A.  Yes.  That is when she told me I had to go into

          18       isolation.

          19   Q.  And if you turn to page 56 of the records, you will see

          20       that that is a report from the microbiology department.

          21   A.  Mm-hm.

          22   Q.  And if you look to the bottom, it appears to have been

          23       collected on 17 April; do you see that?

          24   A.  Mm-hm.

          25   Q.  And we have been looking at the entries for the 17th and
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           1       you will see in the body of the document that it says:

           2           "Clostridium difficile toxin AB detected."

           3           Do you see that?

           4   A.  Yes.

           5   Q.  I think you said a moment ago that once the diagnosis

           6       had been confirmed, you were told you would have to go

           7       into isolation?

           8   A.  Yes.

           9   Q.  And did that happen; were you put into a single room?

          10   A.  Yes.

          11   Q.  If we go back to the floor plan of Ward 3.

          12   A.  Yes.

          13   Q.  You have already indicated to us it was 15.

          14   A.  It was single Room 19.

          15   Q.  So that is really across from where you had been before,

          16       is that right?

          17   A.  Yes.

          18   Q.  Do you take it that until you were moved to the single

          19       room, you had remained in Room 15 throughout your stay?

          20   A.  Yes.

          21   Q.  And was it on the 17th, the day that the diagnosis was

          22       made, that you were moved to the single room?

          23   A.  Yes.

          24   Q.  And as far as the single room is concerned, was there

          25       a wash hand basin in that room?
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           1   A.  There was a wash hand basin and a commode.

           2   Q.  You indicated earlier this morning that once you had

           3       been diagnosed, you had to use the commode?

           4   A.  Yes.

           5   Q.  Now do you remember at this time whether or not you were

           6       suffering from diarrhoea?

           7   A.  Couldn't honestly say.

           8   Q.  If you look back to page 71 of the recordsAnd we look

           9       towards the bottom third, and we still say with the

          10       17th, and we know that is the day you were isolated.

          11   A.  Mm-hm.

          12   Q.  At 1820, if we just look at the entry for 1820, we read:

          13           "Patient is keen to go home and continue on

          14       antibiotics."

          15           So was it the position that you were keen to get out

          16       of the hospital, really, and get home at this point?

          17   A.  Well, I said to the nurse I had better facilities in the

          18       house than what I was getting in that small room.

          19       I have a bedroom with a shower room next to it on the

          20       ground floor.

          21   Q.  Yes.

          22   A.  Which I was allowed to use the toilet and wash hand

          23       basin, et cetera.

          24   Q.  Well, if you look at the next entry, then, for the 18th,

          25       the entry reads:
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           1           "Settled.  Uncomplaining -- no further loose

           2       stools."

           3           Do you see that?

           4   A.  Yes.

           5   Q.  And then indeed it is noted after that:

           6           "Asked to see.  Patient keen to go home.  Feels he

           7       can manage well at home."

           8           And I think that is your position, that you were

           9       keen to get home and you could manage yourself?

          10   A.  Well, I could manage myself, but my daughter moved in to

          11       look after me.

          12   Q.  Right.  Do you remember dealing with a nurse from the

          13       Infection Control Section?

          14   A.  Yes, I do.

          15   Q.  And did she give you some --

          16   A.  She gave me a leaflet.

          17   Q.  Right.  Did she --

          18   A.  She says to me at the time, she told me I had C. diff

          19       and I said, "What does that mean?", and she said, "Well,

          20       it is a hospital infection and you will probably be kept

          21       in for another 10 days".

          22   Q.  Yes.

          23   A.  So then the next -- well, the next morning, she says,

          24       you know, probably the best place for you is in the

          25       house.  I says, well, I have better facilities in the
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           1       house than I have got here.

           2   Q.  Do you remember the nurse's name?

           3   A.  No, I cannot.

           4   Q.  If you go on to page 72 of the records, the next page,

           5       there is an entry -- well, if I read from the previous

           6       page, I think it reads:

           7           "Have advised completion of metronidazole and good

           8       hand hygiene."

           9           With regard to those two points, particularly with

          10       regard to hand hygiene, did the nurse give you advice on

          11       hand hygiene?

          12   A.  Just to wash your hand every time you went to the toilet

          13       or whatever.

          14   Q.  With what?

          15   A.  Soap and water.

          16   Q.  And we then read:

          17           "Attend GP if symptoms persist."

          18           And the signature to the side is "H O'Neill"; do you

          19       see that signature?  Do you remember that name; does

          20       that name ring a bell with you?  Helen O'Neill, I think

          21       is her name?

          22   A.  No.

          23   Q.  If you go back to page 21 of the medical records, this

          24       is an entry made by a doctor on 18 April.  You see the

          25       date.  It is not very clear at the top, but that is the
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           1       date.

           2   A.  Mm-hm.

           3   Q.  And towards the bottom -- it is the third last line --

           4       you will see:

           5           "S/W ..."

           6           Which I think means "spoke with":

           7           "... infection control nurse and C. diff explained."

           8           Do you see that?

           9   A.  Yes.

          10   Q.  That is what you have been telling us about, the

          11       infection control nurse came to you, explained what it

          12       was and had the discussion with you about it?

          13   A.  Yes.

          14   Q.  And I think we see the same entry in the infection

          15       control card, if I can take you back to that.

          16       SPF00720001.  We looked at this earlier, Mr Scullion,

          17       and, again, if we can expand the document, you will see

          18       the date is 18 April.  There is reference to you being

          19       nursed in a single room, which you have agreed with?

          20   A.  Mm-hm.

          21   Q.  And then:

          22           "Patient coping with diarrhoea and may be discharged

          23       home.  Spoke with patient, advised completion of

          24       antibiotics and hand hygiene."

          25           Again, that confirms what you said?
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           1   A.  Yes.

           2   Q.  Can I take you back to your own statement, please,

           3       Mr Scullion.

           4   A.  Right.

           5   Q.  If you go to paragraph 17 of your statement, there is

           6       a section there headed "Hygiene", and I think you are

           7       first talking about the first bay of the ward that you

           8       were in?

           9   A.  Mm-hm.

          10   Q.  And what you say is that there was a toilet next to

          11       Room 16 with a walk-in shower.  Perhaps we can just put

          12       the floor plan on the screen, that is for Ward 3.

          13   A.  Yes.

          14   Q.  So you are in 15, and the toilet that you used for 15

          15       was where?

          16   A.  The number is blocked out with a dot.

          17   Q.  Is it next to --

          18   A.  It is the shower next to WC15.

          19   Q.  Yes.

          20   A.  That had a walk-in shower, which was a disabled access

          21       shower, with a small partition round it, with a door on

          22       it, but it never seemed to work properly because the

          23       water was flowing on to the floor.  Every time you

          24       walked in there, if somebody had used the shower, the

          25       place was flooded.  There was a wash hand basin in the
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           1       corner and a toilet on the other side.

           2   Q.  You say in your statement there was no wash hand

           3       basin --

           4   A.  No, there is a wash hand basin in that area and

           5       a toilet.

           6   Q.  A wash hand basin in the shower room?

           7   A.  Yes.

           8   Q.  And a toilet?

           9   A.  Yes.

          10   Q.  Okay.  And then there was a wee room next to it?

          11   A.  With just the WC.

          12   Q.  No wash hand basin?

          13   A.  No wash hand basin.  The wash hand basin for that was

          14       outside in the corridor, at corridor 21.

          15   Q.  Yes, we see corridor 21 and the black dot to the left.

          16   A.  Approximately where the dot is.

          17   Q.  Yes.  Now, in paragraph 18, you say:

          18           "Although I had drips, I was able to walk around

          19       Ward 3, and when I did so, I never noticed any hand

          20       gel."

          21   A.  Quite honestly, I wasn't looking for it.

          22   Q.  No.  So it could have been there, you just didn't see

          23       it?

          24   A.  Yes.

          25   Q.  You then talk about being put into the isolation room in
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           1       Ward 3 for two days, and that really was the time you

           2       spent there?

           3   A.  Yes.

           4   Q.  You spent part of the 17th, was it, and the 18th?

           5   A.  Yes.

           6   Q.  You give us a description of it:

           7           "A small room, approximately 12 feet by 10.  It had

           8       a wash hand basin and a very dated commode."

           9   A.  Yes.

          10   Q.  What about the commode?  You describe it as "dated";

          11       what do you mean by that?

          12   A.  It was very old.  It was probably there since the place

          13       was built.

          14   Q.  Right.  And you couldn't get to the shower because you

          15       had --

          16   A.  They wouldn't allow me access into the shower area

          17       because I had C. diff.  I wasn't allowed to use the

          18       toilet in there either.

          19   Q.  When you used the commode, you told the staff you had

          20       used it?

          21   A.  Yes, I had to tell them I had used it and they took it

          22       away.

          23   Q.  You told us that your family visited you on a regular

          24       basis; did they visit you once you had been put in

          25       isolation and were diagnosed?
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           1   A.  Yes.

           2   Q.  Do you know if they were given any information about

           3       soap and water?

           4   A.  They didn't even know I had C. diff.  They said, "Why

           5       are you in here?"  I said I had been moved in because

           6       I had C. diff.

           7   Q.  You told them that?

           8   A.  Yes, because actually I asked my daughter a couple of

           9       years later, I says, "Did you get instructed I had

          10       C. diff prior to you visiting the hospital?"  She said,

          11       "No, you told us".

          12   Q.  Were there any signs outside the isolation room to tell

          13       them to speak to the nurses before they went in?

          14   A.  No, no.

          15   Q.  And when your family came to see you, did they wear any

          16       gloves or aprons?

          17   A.  No.

          18   Q.  What about the nurses --

          19   A.  The nurses appeared to wear plastic aprons and gloves.

          20   Q.  Whenever they dealt with you?

          21   A.  Yes.

          22   Q.  And what about people like cleaners and other daily

          23       days, did they wear any protective equipment that you

          24       could see?

          25   A.  They always had kind of overall things on, you know.
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           1       I don't know whether they were plastic or not.  Never

           2       paid much attention to them, quite honestly.

           3   Q.  Did you know if they came in to deal with your room,

           4       whether they would change their overalls?

           5   A.  I don't think they did.

           6   Q.  Or their gloves?

           7   A.  I don't know.

           8   Q.  You do say in your statement, paragraph 23, that when

           9       you were in isolation, your family visited you twice

          10       a day and there was a sign saying no more than two

          11       people to each patient?

          12   A.  Yes.

          13   Q.  But no one enforced this, is that correct?

          14   A.  That is very true.

          15   Q.  When you were in isolation, were there occasions when

          16       you had more than two people in the room with you?

          17   A.  No, I wouldn't say there was.

          18   Q.  You do say the rule was certainly enforced now; have you

          19       been back to the Vale of Leven?

          20   A.  Yes.

          21   Q.  As a patient?

          22   A.  Yes.

          23   Q.  And is this rule about two people now much more closely

          24       adhered to?

          25   A.  Yes, they were quite vigilant the last time I was in.
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           1   Q.  In paragraph 25, you make some mention of the cleaning

           2       of the ward, and I think what you say is you saw

           3       a cleaner in the ward every day, washing floors, dusting

           4       and mopping?

           5   A.  Yes, that is true.

           6   Q.  What about the facilities themselves at this time when

           7       you were a patient in 2008, what were they like?

           8   A.  The cleaner was there every day.  She would come round

           9       with a mop, or one of these polishing things, and she

          10       was dusting and wiping floors, et cetera.

          11   Q.  In paragraph 26, you talk about the facilities

          12       themselves.

          13   A.  Mm-hm.

          14   Q.  You say the facilities were old and needed replacing.

          15   A.  Yes.

          16   Q.  What were the problems that ...?

          17   A.  The cabinets were probably the original cabinets since

          18       the place was built; the seating, I would say, was the

          19       original seating since the place was built; it was very

          20       old furniture; the commodes, as I say, were ancient; the

          21       windows were held open by a book because the mechanism

          22       wasn't working properly in most of the windows.

          23   Q.  Yes.  And what about the atmosphere?

          24   A.  The atmosphere, it was very stale at night-time.  During

          25       the day they opened the windows, as I say, with a book,
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           1       and that allowed the air to circulate.  But at

           2       night-time they put on fans and I can remember

           3       Dr Winkler, he came in and told them to switch off the

           4       fans, they were spreading germs.

           5   Q.  I think you had to put a mask on at one point?

           6   A.  Yes.

           7   Q.  For oxygen?

           8   A.  I was having problems breathing, especially at

           9       night-time.  I developed herpes round my face because of

          10       the mask.

          11   Q.  Was that before you went into isolation?

          12   A.  Yes.

          13   Q.  If you look at paragraph 29 of your statement.  You say:

          14           "Ward 3 appeared to me to be run.  I was concerned

          15       about the cleanliness.  For example, of the person who

          16       had last used the toilet and made a mess, you had to

          17       tell staff there was a mess."

          18   A.  That is quite true.  I went in one time and the place

          19       was virtually covered in stuff.

          20   Q.  I am sorry, can you repeat that?

          21   A.  It was covered in excrement.

          22   Q.  Did you tell the staff that was the position?

          23   A.  I did, yes.

          24   Q.  Did that happen more than once?

          25   A.  Well, it certainly happened once and it was quite bad.
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           1   Q.  Insofar as your laundry was concerned, Mr Scullion, who

           2       dealt with your laundry?

           3   A.  Sorry?

           4   Q.  Who dealt with your laundry?

           5   A.  My daughter.

           6   Q.  And did your daughter collect your laundry on a daily

           7       basis?

           8   A.  Yes, she did.

           9   Q.  When you were in isolation, what happened to your

          10       laundry then?

          11   A.  She took it away as normal.

          12   Q.  How was it accommodated; what sort of bag was it put in?

          13   A.  One time I got a bag from the nurses; the next time my

          14       daughter took it away in a supermarket carrier bag.

          15   Q.  Let's focus on your time in isolation, which was only

          16       really for a couple of days; in that time, did your

          17       daughter take away some laundry?

          18   A.  I think she did, but it was just in a carrier bag, you

          19       know.

          20   Q.  Was it soiled?

          21   A.  Well, it was underwear.

          22   Q.  Do you know if your daughter was given any

          23       instruction --

          24   A.  No, she wasn't.

          25   Q.  And in paragraph 33, I think you go back -- you tell us
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           1       about the fact that your next of kin were not advised by

           2       staff that you had C. diff, and you have already told us

           3       about that.  You yourself think you did tell them you

           4       had C. diff at the time, do you?

           5   A.  Yes.

           6   Q.  And by this time you had been given the leaflet --

           7   A.  Yes.

           8   Q.  -- by the infection control nurse?

           9   A.  Mm-hm.

          10   Q.  And did you read the leaflet?

          11   A.  Yes, I did.

          12   Q.  Could you look at GGC00620001.  This is not very clear,

          13       but you will see -- you can at least read the leaflet on

          14       the right, it is "What is Clostridium difficile?", and

          15       then:

          16           "An information leaflet for inpatients and

          17       relatives."

          18   A.  Mm-hm.

          19   Q.  Is this similar to the leaflet you were given, or not?

          20   A.  I can't remember.  I remember it was green, that is the

          21       only thing I can remember about it, kind of green typing

          22       on it.

          23   Q.  And it contained information in relation to C. diff?

          24   A.  Yes.

          25   Q.  Did it give information in relation to, for example,
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           1       that you should use soap and water to wash your hands,

           2       is that right?

           3   A.  Mm-hm.

           4   Q.  Can you remember if it give any information about

           5       laundry?

           6   A.  No.

           7   Q.  You can't remember?

           8   A.  No, I can't remember.

           9   Q.  Did you mention the leaflet to your family?

          10   A.  I can't remember that either.

          11   Q.  Do you remember if you said to your family, who came to

          12       visit you once you were in isolation, that they should

          13       wash their hands in soap and water?

          14   A.  No, I don't think I did.

          15   Q.  You say in paragraph 34, you make a comment towards the

          16       end, after you were given the leaflet:

          17           "At the time, I was not with it and did not even

          18       know what day of the week it was."

          19           What do you mean by that?

          20   A.  Well, the urine infection affects your thinking.

          21   Q.  Yes.

          22   A.  You know, it -- you probably don't know what day it is.

          23       It is quite a common thing for urine infections, no

          24       matter how severe it is.

          25   Q.  Were you still suffering the effects of the urine
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           1       infection even at this time?

           2   A.  Oh yes, aye.  I was very weak throughout the whole

           3       period I was in hospital, and even when I got home I was

           4       weak for about two months after it.

           5   Q.  If you go back to paragraph 32.

           6   A.  Mm-hm.

           7   Q.  You are making mention there of piles of clean laundry,

           8       such as clean bedding and pyjamas, lying in Bay 15 of

           9       Ward 3 in a rack, which is moved around; can you just

          10       explain that?

          11   A.  Well, it was just as I described it, a rack with

          12       clothing on it and bedding, just pushed against the

          13       wall.

          14   Q.  In Bay 15?

          15   A.  Yes.

          16   Q.  The first bay you were in?

          17   A.  Yes.

          18   Q.  And did it remain there during the --

          19   A.  Yes, the time I was there, it was there all the time.

          20   Q.  And were nurses using the material that was on it?

          21   A.  If you needed pyjamas, they would go and get it off the

          22       rack.

          23   Q.  I think you have already told us that when you went home

          24       after your admission to the Vale of Leven, your daughter

          25       in fact moved in with you to look after you?

                                            30

           1   A.  Yes, she did, yes.

           2   Q.  And what health do you keep now, Mr Scullion?

           3   A.  I am reasonably fit at the moment.  I had a chest

           4       infection just about a month ago, and four months ago

           5       I had quite a severe chest infection and ended up in

           6       Paisley Hospital, due to the fact that the antibiotics

           7       they had put me on affected my anti-coag blood readings.

           8       They thinned my blood down to next to nothing, the blood

           9       was passing out of me.

          10   Q.  You had been admitted to the Vale of Leven in the past,

          11       prior to 2008?

          12   A.  Yes, I had.

          13   Q.  How long --

          14   A.  That was because my heart rhythm wasn't right.

          15   Q.  How long before April 2008 was that; when was that?

          16   A.  Possibly a year before, or something.

          17   Q.  But you have been back to the Vale of Leven since your

          18       admission in April 2008, is that correct?

          19   A.  Oh yes, yes.

          20   Q.  And indeed, as part of Professor Cairns Smith's

          21       investigation?

          22   A.  Yes, yes.

          23   Q.  You and others were given a walk round of the hospital,

          24       and did you notice a change to the hospital?

          25   A.  I noticed a substantial change.
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           1   Q.  Can you just explain what the change was?

           2   A.  Well, the changes to the ward I was in, the area where

           3       there once was five beds now only had two beds -- well,

           4       it had actually three beds: one bed where my bed was and

           5       two beds on the opposite wall, so that was three beds,

           6       instead of five.

           7           The room I was in for isolation was used as

           8       a storeroom, or was going to be used as a storeroom.

           9       The toilet, without the wash hand basin, the wash hand

          10       basin was taken away, and, again -- the toilet was taken

          11       away and I think that was to be used as a storeroom

          12       area, again.

          13           The shower room had been totally refurbished; the

          14       whole ward had been new floor, new ceilings, new

          15       furniture; everything had been totally revamped, painted

          16       throughout.

          17           The independent areas off the main corridor had

          18       doors fitted, that closed, which gave them a bit of

          19       isolation again, which where it was an open area in the

          20       past.  It was remarkable differences.

          21   Q.  What you say in your statement, you have summarised,

          22       effectively, what you have said in paragraphs 41 to 44

          23       of your statement, and your conclusion is that the

          24       upgrading that was done is excellent?

          25   A.  Oh yes, it was very good, yes.  The only thing missing
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           1       was air-conditioning.  There was no air-conditioning at

           2       all.

           3   Q.  Apart from visiting the ward you had been in, Ward 3,

           4       did you go through some of the other wards as well?

           5   A.  Yes, we did, yes.

           6   Q.  Did you see --

           7   A.  I saw remarkable differences in these wards too, yes.

           8       Some of the private rooms or the independent rooms had

           9       en-suite facilities.

          10   Q.  You say in paragraph 47 of your statement, Mr Scullion:

          11           "My interest is in improving the Vale of Leven

          12       Hospital.  The concerns of two years ago have certainly

          13       led to improvements, which is a good thing."

          14   A.  Yes.

          15   Q.  That is your view?

          16   A.  Yes.

          17   Q.  You had C. diff, as you have told us; what was it like

          18       to have C. diff and the sort of diarrhoea associated

          19       with it?

          20   A.  Well, initially, I was losing so much weight, I was --

          21       no energy whatsoever.  I was hardly eating at all.

          22       I was getting depressed, quite depressed, because

          23       I actually felt, at that stage, I wasn't going to get

          24       better, and I said this to my GP.  I says, "Am I going

          25       to get better from this?", I says, "Because all I seem
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           1       to be doing is losing weight every day".  He says,

           2       "Well, you should get better, but it will take its time,

           3       possibly three or four months".

           4   Q.  And you did get better?

           5   A.  Well, obviously.

           6   Q.  But how long did it take you?

           7   A.  I would say about three or four months.  I gradually

           8       started putting weight back on again.

           9   Q.  Just one point about when you were in the isolation room

          10       that you have pointed out to us on the floor plan; was

          11       there a door into the room?

          12   A.  Yes.

          13   Q.  And generally, can you tell me if the door was open or

          14       closed?

          15   A.  It was usually ajar.

          16   Q.  Can you tell me how often the isolation room you were in

          17       was cleaned by the cleaners?

          18   A.  No, I couldn't really.  Probably once or twice a day, or

          19       something.

          20   Q.  Do you know when they came to clean whether they came to

          21       clean especially for the room, or they would come in to

          22       clean for the remainder of the ward?

          23   A.  I think it was just in the process of cleaning

          24       throughout the ward, you know, it is just ...

          25   Q.  If you just bear with me and I will see if I have any
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           1       other points to ask you, Mr Scullion.  (Pause).

           2           Just a general point I have been asked to ask you in

           3       relation to the way in which you were managed for

           4       C. diff.

           5           Were you happy with the way in which the hospital

           6       looked after you once you had been diagnosed with

           7       C. diff?

           8   A.  Well, that is hard to say.  You know, when you consider

           9       you are in this tiny wee room with no facilities, can't

          10       even use the toilet.

          11   Q.  I mean, when you were in --

          12   A.  Using the commode is not a very pleasant experience.

          13   Q.  When you were in isolation, to what extent were you able

          14       to attend to your own personal care needs, for example,

          15       washing yourself?

          16   A.  Well, I could do that in the wash hand basin.  That was

          17       all.  I couldn't have a shower or anything.

          18   Q.  Is there anything you would wish to add to assist the

          19       Inquiry?

          20   A.  Nothing that I can think of.

          21   MR MACAULAY:  Thank you very much indeed for coming.

          22   THE CHAIRMAN:  Can I ask you before you go, because I am not

          23       quite clear in my own mind, how long were you in

          24       isolation?

          25   A.  Two days.
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           1   THE CHAIRMAN:  Yes, that is what I thought.  Thank you very

           2       much indeed.  You are free to go.  Thank you for coming.

           3   A.  Is that me finished?

           4   MR MACAULAY:  Yes.

           5   THE CHAIRMAN:  Unless you want to stay.

           6   A.  Okay, thank you.

           7           (The witness withdrew from the witness box)

           8   MR MACAULAY:  Yes, my Lord, that is it for today.

           9       Mr Scullion was the only witness.

          10   THE CHAIRMAN:  Yes, right.  Well, we cannot yet give a firm

          11       date for the resumption of the hearings.  We hope to do

          12       so very soon.  It is well known by parties why this is

          13       so, and I regret it very much.  It is because the

          14       reports that we have instructed from various specialists

          15       have taken much longer to be prepared and passed to us

          16       than we had anticipated.

          17           I must say I regret the delay very much because this

          18       is the kind of Inquiry that should bowl along, actually,

          19       that we should get through without much difficulty,

          20       I had thought.  But there it is.

          21           We anticipate we will resume in May, and not before.

          22       I think parties have been advised of that, so you have

          23       been able to make your own personal arrangements in the

          24       time before that.

          25           Good.  We will adjourn now.
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