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Vale of Leven Hospital Inquiry set to recommence 
The seventh session of oral hearings of the Public Inquiry into the occurrence of Clostridium difficile (C.diff) infection at the Vale of Leven Hospital will begin on Monday 16th January. 

The Inquiry, chaired by Lord MacLean, will re-convene at Maryhill Community Central Halls to hear evidence from doctors, microbiologists and infection control staff at the Vale of Leven Hospital.
The Inquiry has already heard evidence from a range of witnesses including independent nursing, geriatrician and microbiology experts, nurses at the Vale of Leven Hospital as well as patients and relatives of those affected by the occurrence of C. Diff at the hospital in 2007 and 2008.
Julie-Anne Jamieson, Secretary to the Inquiry, said: “The seventh session of oral hearings will begin on Monday 16th January and run until Thursday 2nd February. The Inquiry will hear evidence from approximately 16 witnesses, including Professor George Griffin, Professor of Infectious Diseases and Medicine at St George’s, University of London. Professor Griffin will give evidence on the role of C.diff as a cause of death or as a contributory factor to death of the patients at the Vale of Leven Hospital.
“Throughout the hearings, the names and order of witnesses will be made available on our website and transcripts of evidence will be uploaded on a daily basis.”
The Inquiry is investigating the circumstances contributing to the occurrence and rates of 
C.diff at the Vale of Leven Hospital from 1st January 2007.  
While focusing on incidents at the Vale of Leven Hospital, Lord MacLean will also refer to other cases of C.diff infection within and beyond Scotland in order to help inform recommendations.  

The Inquiry, in accordance with the Inquiries Act 2005, is inquisitorial in nature and is not adversarial. It does not have any power to determine civil or criminal liability. 

Information regarding the Inquiry is available on the Inquiry website at www.valeoflevenhospitalinquiry.org. 
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