VALE OF LEVEN HOSPITAL INQUIRY

OPENING SUBMISSIONS

on behalf of

FAMILIES AND PATIENTS

at the Preliminary Hearing 

held on 1 February 2010 at Dumbarton Sheriff Court

My name is Lamont. I am instructed as Junior Counsel on behalf of Patrick McGuire, Solicitor, and Messrs. Thompsons to represent a significant number of the families and patients affected by the C. Difficile infection.

There are 3 parts to the opening submission as follows :-

1) A brief discussion of who is represented.

2) An administrative matter relating to the applications by proposed Core Participants.

3) Brief submissions relating to areas of interest.

1. WHO IS REPRESENTED ?

A word document has been prepared and is tendered to the Chairman. This sets out the identities of those who Messrs Thompsons solicitors represent. 

The document confirms that Messrs Thompsons act for 14 families and 3 patients. Of these, 15 individual forms have been completed applying for the status of Core Participant. A further 6 forms are currently in the process of being completed and will be submitted in due course.  

2. ADMINISTRATION OF APPLICATIONS FOR CORE PARTICIPATION

A brief amendment is proposed to the forms which have been/are in the process of being completed applying for core participant status. These proceed on the basis that at Part IV Para. 2 of the form the identity of the Senior Counsel for each applicant would be Nick Ellis Q.C. It is proposed that this name be amended to that of Jim Peoples Q.C. and that each form should proceed on the basis that it will be Mr Peoples Q.C. who will be acting as Senior Counsel.

3. BRIEF SUBMISSIONS REGARDING AREAS OF INTEREST
The Inquiry document of 22 December 2009 requested parties to “set out their positions on areas of interest within its terms of reference.”

The interest of the families and patients mirrors to a large extent the earlier opening remarks of the Chairman. These are as follows :-

a) To obtain a better understanding of what happened

b) To obtain a better understanding of why it happened

c) To prevent this happening again – in essence, to prevent others from suffering what the families and patients experienced.

The group represented by Messrs. Thompsons were either patients directly affected by the outbreak or a family member who has lost a loved one. They very much welcome the Inquiry. In addition, they welcome paragraph (f) of the terms of reference allowing consideration of other experiences - subject to the restrictions as set out by the Chairman in his opening remarks. 

Accordingly, this group are interested in all aspects of the Inquiry. In particular, they are interested in each of the paragraphs which make up the Terms of Reference. 

Unless I can be of further assistance that concludes the proposed opening remarks. 

Gordon W. Lamont

Advocate

1 February 2010

