Statement on behalf of Health Protection Scotland and Health Facilities Scotland.  
Representation: Simon Bowie QC, and Alasdair Burnet, Advocate
By way of introduction, Health Protection Scotland (HPS) was established by the Scottish Government in 2005 to strengthen and co-ordinate health protection in Scotland.  It is a division of NHS National Services Scotland which works in the health service across Scotland supporting the operation of NHS Scotland.  

Health Protections Scotland plans and delivers specialist national services aimed at protecting the people of Scotland from infectious and environmental hazards.  It provides advice, support and information to health professionals, national and local government, the general public and other bodies that play a part in protecting health in Scotland. 

In particular HPS works with NHS professionals and local authorities, to gather health intelligence and data, detect emerging trends and try to help prevent infections and other hazards, or reduce the effects of these if they do occur.
HPS also monitors the extent and impact of infections and other risks to Scotland’s health and helps prepare plans to manage incidents or outbreaks, particularly those that may stretch the resources of the NHS in Scotland.
Health Facilities Scotland (HFS) is also a division of NHS National Services Scotland.  It provides operational guidance to NHS Scotland bodies on a range of healthcare facilities and estates topics. It delivers and co-ordinates advice and support in relation to national health facilities, including advising on equipment, decontamination and technical matters which support and improve health and well-being services.

In relation to the Inquiry itself, Health Protection Scotland and Health Facilities Scotland wish to state that that they are both fully committed to assisting the inquiry team, and the Chairman, in fulfilling the terms of reference of the inquiry to establish what happened, why it happened and what we can learn for the future. 
