Opening Statement
I appear on behalf of Greater Glasgow Health Board

During the Inquiry, we will also hear from witnesses and consider documents referring to NHS Greater Glasgow & Clyde, which is a name commonly used to refer to the Greater Glasgow Health Board.  
I wish to begin by thanking the Chairman for granting the Health Board the status of Core Participant to this Inquiry.  As the Inquiry Team are already aware, the Board wish to participate fully with the Inquiry, and the designation as Core Participant will allow them to take an active role in the preparation for and conduct of the hearings of oral evidence.  Considerable documentation has already been collated and delivered to the Inquiry team to assist with their preparation.  In addition, the Board will shortly be writing to individual members of staff encouraging them to co-operate with the Inquiry when, and if, statements are requested.
At the hearings, the Board also looks forward to having the opportunity to put before the Inquiry, evidence regarding the considerable changes which have already been made since the occurrence of C-Diff in VOL, and as a result of the Reports by the Independent Review Team and the Report by the Outbreak Control Team, including:

· Improvements made to hand washing facilities within the VOL

· The reinstatement of the Lomond Ward 

· The introduction of a new system for surveillance of infections in hospitals, allowing staff to take swift measures to prevent the spread of infection and thereby provide better protection for all patients

· Strengthening our management arrangements, including improved support given to staff and patients’ ability to access resources
· Creation of more isolation facilities

· Improvements in staff training; and
· As the prescription of antibiotics is linked to a loss of protection against some hospital associated bacteria, such as C-Diff, new policies have now been introduced, which reduce the range and duration of broad spectrum antibiotics prescribed

As a result of these improvements, the Health Protection Scotland National Report published in January 2010 shows that the rate of C-Diff infection in NHSGGC in the over 65’s is well below the 2011 national target and almost 65% lower than it was between January and March 2008.  

Finally, the Board looks forward to considering the recommendations made, arising out of this Inquiry in due course.  These will no doubt assist the Health Board in further improving the service it provides to all their patients.  
And on behalf of Greater Glasgow Health Board may I once again express our deepest sympathies to the families and those affected by the events in 2008.  We hope that by working together during this Inquiry that we can focus on any further steps which could be taken to continue to reduce the occurrence of infection in health care settings and ensure that any outbreaks are dealt with promptly and appropriately.
